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was responsible to the Government for their conduct. It
was his duty to deliver them up to justice when they violated
the laws, and the students submitted to his sentences, be-
cause whenever they had a show of reason on their side he
was sure to defend them vigorously.
Not wishing to appear less rich than my comrades, I in-
curred all sorts of expenses which [ could not meet. I sold
or pawned everything I possessed, but was still unable to pay
my debts. Not knowing what to do, I wrote to my good
grandmother and asked for help, but instead of sending it
me she came herself to Padua, and after thanking tin*
doctor for his care of me, took me back with her to Venice.
The doctor, with many tears, gave me his blessing, and the
most precious thing he possessed, a relic of 1 forget what
saint: perhaps I should have it now, only it happened to be
set in gold* It got me out of a sore strait once, and thnt \vas
the miracle it performed,
I have been to Padua many times since those days, and
always lodged at the house of the good priest. My first
love, the pretty Bettina, married a shoemaker, with whom
she led such a miserable life of poverty and ill treatment
that after two years of matrimony her brother took her
back to live with him. The last time I went to Padua, which
was a few years ago, I found her old, ill, and poor, and she
>1ied in my arms.